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From the Pastor’s Desk                                                                            
 Last week, I had the privilege of attending Annual Conference in person at the 

Bayfront Convention Center in Erie. Almost every year since I was 16, I have attended 

Annual Conference, but I never considered it a privilege until this year. That’s because 

pandemic-related restrictions meant not everyone was able to attend in person. Most 

clergy, and almost all lay delegates, attended remotely, watching through a TV or     

computer screen. The much smaller crowd served as a visible reminder that the        

pandemic is not yet completely over.                                                                                         

 I was fortunate to attend in person because I serve on our Conference’s Board of 

Ministry, and I oversee the trainings and development of new pastors as they begin 

serving in ministry and pursue ordination. This year, I was also able to celebrate the    

ordination of my aunt, Valerie Mize. She is the 5th person in our family to be ordained in 

the United Methodist Church, an achievement that testifies to the faith and witness of 

my grandmother, who discipled all of us at one point in our faith journeys.                  

 Aside from this celebration of family achievement, my favorite part of Annual 

Conference this year was the hugs. After more than a year of waving at people from 6 

feet away, or through a screen, I was overwhelmed with joy at being able to embrace 

some of my colleagues and friends – most of whom I had not seen for almost 2 years. 

We were like Jacob and Esau, or the father and the prodigal son, so excited to see       

another that in some cases we ran toward each other for the blessing of an embrace. 

Never again will I take face to face conversations and holy embraces for granted.         

 This pandemic has given us greater appreciation for many things we used to take 

for granted. As church attendance continues to grow, I’ve heard so many of you say how 

thankful you are just to be in the physical presence of others as we worship together. 

Something we used to take for granted – worshipping together in person as a             

congregation – is now a blessing that almost brings us to tears of joy.                                     

 At the beginning of the pandemic, I imagined the return to in person worship as a 

single moment: we’d go from completely remote to completely together again, all in a 

single week. Instead, you’ve all been trickling in slowly, as your vaccination status and 

comfort level has allowed. And with young children still unvaccinated and summer     

vacations already starting, it may still be  several months before the pews are again as 

full as they used to be. Even then, any given Sunday will include 10 or more online   

worshippers – vacationers, business travelers, new visitors, and families who couldn’t 

get the kids out the door this week.                                                                                                                      

 But each Sunday feels like more progress towards a new normal. We may not    

be able to mark the exact moment when this pandemic is over, but I am definitely      

celebrating every holy embrace along the way. Keep the faith, and we’ll get there soon! 



 

Diverse Abilities Retreat:                                                                           
   Always Room For One More    

Olmstead Manor Retreat Center - October 3 - 5, 2021 

Noticing. Inviting. Welcoming. Including. Jesus teaches us all of these things.   

This annual retreat at Olmsted provides an opportunity for those living with a disability, 
as well as those who support them, to engage in meaningful communication, build    
relationships, and grow spiritually together. The theme for 2021 is Always Room For 
One More, focusing on Jesus' example of noticing, inviting, welcoming, and including. 
We will study stories of Jesus at the table as found in the Gospel of Luke.  

If interested, brochures are available in the Welcome Area literature rack. 

Bible Study: 1 Corinthians                                                                
Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                                                   
 Cancelled June 24 & July 1. Resumes July 8, 15, & 22 

We’re meeting in the church fellowship hall, and also broadcasting it live on Facebook.     
No preregistration required.  

50 Cups of Coffee:                                                                                           
an invitation from Pastor Erik 

“Will you visit from house to house?”                        
– United Methodist Book of Discipline, ¶336.15 
 

 

At the heart of this question, and its modern translation, is the idea that pastors and 
congregants are supposed to share life together. That’s been really hard to do over the 
past 15 months, and I think we’re all feeling its absence. I know I am.           

50 Cups of Coffee is a chance to reconnect over coffee or while doing something else. I 
am completely flexible in how you wish to meet. I’ll come to your home, sit with you 
on the church lawn, or meet you in a public place. We can grab coffee, go for ice 
cream, or take a walk. It’s up to you – get creative! There’s only one rule: we can’t 
meet inside the church building! Call, text, or email me directly to set up a time! 



 

July & August Worship  
 July 4  6th Sunday after Pentecost  ~ Worship Online Only                               

   “Homeland” 

 July 11 7th Sunday after Pentecost                                                   
   “Three Simple Rules: Do No Harm”                                                        
   First Sunday with New Minister of Music, Dr. David Boyd                                                                   
         ~ Reception after worship 

          July 18 8th Sunday after Pentecost                                                       

   “Three Simple Rules: Do Good”  ~ Holy Communion         

 July 25 9th Sunday after Pentecost                                                         

   “Three Simple Rules: Grow In Relationship with God”  

 Aug. 1 10th Sunday after Pentecost  ~ Hymn Sing 

 Aug. 8 11th Sunday after Pentecost   ~ Holy Communion 

 Aug. 15 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Aug. 22 13th Sunday after Pentecost  ~ Back to School Sunday 

 Aug. 29 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Seeking Singers & Musicians!                                                                                                                             

For Current 10:30 Service: Our new Minister of Music, David Boyd, would love to have you use 

your  musical gifts for worship this Fall. In the past, we’ve had soloists and small groups to sing songs or 

play piano, flute, trumpet, or guitar. Contact the church office with name, contact info, and instruments 

you play (if any). David will then set up a time to meet with you in July or August.    

For New, Contemporary Worship: We’ve relaunched efforts to begin a new worship service 

at Avery UMC, which will include more contemporary music led by a praise & worship team. We’re       

currently seeking singers and musicians, who will begin meeting with our new Minister of Music, David 

Boyd, in August. Regular meetings and rehearsals would continue until the service begins in December 

or January. Contact Pastor Erik or the church office for details or to volunteer to serve. 

Serving in Worship                                                                                      
Liturgists, Readers, Greeters, & Tech Help needed!    
As we resume worship in the sanctuary, there are many ways you can help to provide a meaningful 

worship experience for all who gather. Whether or not you’ve helped in the past, consider serving in 

one of these meaningful ways. Sign up at: signup.com/go/QiitYSf, or call the church office. 

https://signup.com/go/QiitYSf


 

New Worship coming to Avery UMC!                                        
We were all ready to launch a new worship service on Easter Sunday 2020, and then a 
global pandemic happened. COVID really does ruin everything, doesn't it?! Well, we're 
back to planning and visioning, and are looking for people to help! Do you have some 
ideas about what you want to see worship look like? Curious about what's being 
planned?                                                                                                                                      
Attend an informational meeting Mon. July 19 at 6:30 pm, in the Heiskell Fellowship 
Hall or on ZOOM. Contact Pastor Erik for the ZOOM link. 

Updated COVID Guidelines for Avery UMC                                                      
Approved by Church Council May 10, 2021 

Office/Building Use and In Person Meetings 

• Masks are strongly recommended for unvaccinated individuals. 
• Fully vaccinated individuals and church staff may meet and work inside without masks                                 
 unless an unvaccinated individual is present. 
• Distancing and limited capacity is encouraged for all meetings. 
Worship 

June 27 will be our last Sunday on the lawn. After an online only worship on July 4, we’ll 
return to the sanctuary for good on July 11 with the following recommendations: 

• 60% capacity (90 persons) 
• Resume singing.  
• Masks strongly encouraged for all.  
• Distancing measures strongly encouraged as much as possible. 

AVERY ~ Sweet & Savory 

      My version of “Shorty’s Chili Sauce”                                                    
           by Dana Stainbrook                                                                                                  

1⅟4 lb. ground beef  1 T. white sugar                                      
½ C. water   1 tsp. black pepper                                     
8 oz. tomato sauce  ⅓ C. ketchup                                    
1 T. Worcestershire sauce 1 T. chili powder                            
½ lg. Vidalia onion, grated 

Mash all ingredients with potato masher while beef is 
still raw. Heat on high to boiling, then simmer two 
hours. (I double the recipe and freeze small portions; 
it’s enough to last all summer. I imagine Shorty’s uses 
ground hotdogs, perhaps instead of beef, not sure). 

 

 Lazy Cookie Cake                                             
          by Rosemary Tarr                                                                                                      
 

1 box yellow or white cake mix               
2 eggs, beaten                                                      
2 C. chocolate chips, regular or mini                
5 T. melted butter                        

 Mix all ingredients together.  

 Pour into greased 9 x 13” pan.    

 Bake 20 minutes at 350°. 



 

Meet a Church Leader!                                               

This month: Trustees 

As Trustees of Avery United Methodist Church, our responsibilities are the          
maintenance and upkeep of the church building and grounds. There are three church 
members who are Trustees: Doug Garrone, Phyllis Smith, and Buddy Batson.  

 

The Trustees have been busy over the last few years.                                                              
Some of the projects that been    completed are as follows: 

 New church roof 

 Contracted lawn mowing 

 Sanctuary painted 

 Chimes repaired 

 Security film on exterior glass doors 

 New shed roof  

 Church siding on exterior front of building 

 Parking lot curb stops replaced 

Within the next few months, we will be completing additional projects. 

 Security camera upgrades 

 Reseal parking lot 

 HVAC replacement* 

If you have any questions or concerns about the church building or grounds,         
please reach out to one of the Trustees. 

 

*At Church Council meeting on June 14, a motion was brought forth by the Trustees to 
replace all existing heating and air conditioning units. The current units consist of four 
20-year-old furnaces, two 13-year-old air conditioners, and two 11-year-old air        
conditioners. With maintenance and repair costs steadily increasing, and the need for 
a major repair to sanctuary system, it was decided by the Trustees to replace the units. 
Church Council approved the replacement of the equipment by a unanimous decision. 
The cost of the project will be about $24,000. This project has been completely funded 
through the generosity of a designated capital improvements donation by an         
anonymous donor. The Trustees and Council would like to extend their gratitude to the 
donor. As of this writing, Shearer Heating and Cooling is scheduled to replace the   
equipment on June 24 and 25. 



 

                                    

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

The Impact of Generosity                                                                                                                                            
 Less than two years ago, a church member approached me wanting to make a major      

financial gift to the church. The gift amount would be almost 15% of our annual operating budget. 

As we talked about the gift, the question on both of our minds was, “How will this gift make the 

greatest impact at Avery UMC?”                                                                                                                                           

 At that time, there were no obvious ministry projects or capital expenses to put the gift      

towards. But we also thought it unwise for the money to be used up within a matter of months for 

operating expenses. So, after assessing the multiple options I suggested, the donor (who wishes to 

remain anonymous) ultimately decided to designate the gift for future capital improvements. The 

money would be deposited into our investment accounts and stay there until it was needed.                         

 Last month, we got the answer to our question about greatest impact. As the Board of 

Trustees identified the need to proactively replace our heating & cooling systems, the anticipated 

cost was about equal to this donor’s original gift. As a result, we were able to make a major capital 

improvement without taking on any debt or fundraising. Plus, in the nearly two years the gift was 

invested, it grew by over $3,000! That additional amount will remain in our investments until an-

other major capital improvement is identified.                                                                                                       

 Have you ever considered making a major gift to the church? There are many options 

available: required minimum distributions, charitable remainder unitrusts, estate gifts, or a simple 

one time gift of any amount. Any of these options will ensure vital ministry at Avery UMC for     

future generations.                                                                                                                                                                    

 If you’ve been thinking about leaving a lasting legacy with your giving, or even if you   

haven’t, talk with Pastor Erik or a member of the Board of Trustees. They will help you assess your 

options and give you the freedom to choose how you want your generosity to make an impact. 

Financial generosity is just one of many ways we can honor God with our faithful discipleship. 

           - Pastor Erik 



 

District and Conference News                                  
Avery UMC is part of the Washington District                                                                                 

within the Western PA Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
 

 

J. R. Pond                                                                                                                   
Avery Lay Delegate to Annual Conference                                                                                      

Report 2021 

 

It was a beautiful annual conference that was condensed into a very short time window. Events 
kicked off at 7:00 PM on Friday June 18 from Erie, Pennsylvania rather than Grove City.  As part 
of the condensed timeline, Annual Conference was also conducted in a hybrid format with         

everything streamed for lay delegates to view from home, rather than traveling to the physical 
event. The overarching message of Annual conference was “Our Labor will Not be in Vain”.         
A perfect message after the last year of doing God’s work through the difficulties of the pandemic. 

The message during the ordination and commissioning service on Friday night was presented by 
Sharon Gregory, our Conference Lay Leader. Worthy of note is that Pastor Erik’s aunt, Valerie 
Mize, was ordained as the fifth elder in his immediate family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday began with at 8:00 AM with a bible study lead by Bishop Moore-Koikoi. We were       
reminded to do the work and sow the seeds even when we know it will not be easy. In summary, 
we need to remember that when we plant our gardens we do not know if the seeds will germinate, 

if an animal or poor weather will thwart our efforts, but we are called to do the work anyway.   
That is our job as Christians.   

The current state of the church was an uplifting presentation with multiple stories of success from 

around the conference.  New programs, new worship services, modified worship that have allowed 
churches and ministry to succeed locally and globally.   

Current events regarding the Western Pennsylvania Conference, and the governance of this Annual 

Conference, starts with the items to be voted on:                                                                                
 • A motion to suspend the Conference rules requiring in-person voting                                  
 • The Budget for 2022, which was discussed during District Conferences                                              

    (RS401, beginning on p. 408 of the legislation packet linked from the blue button below).  
 • A slate of nominees for Conference boards and committees                                                            
 • Items related to the merger of the United Methodist Stewardship Foundation of the            

    Susquehanna Conference into the United Methodist Foundation of Western PA                                           
    (RS707, 708 & 709, beginning on page 448 of the legislation packet). 

https://www.umfoundation.org/


 

The vote to merge the Susquehanna Conference Foundation and Western Pennsylvania Conference 
Foundation will pool the Foundations’ resources to do God’s work. The vote passed with a 96%  

positive vote from the Susquehanna Conference and is one of the items that will be voted on in the 
Western Pennsylvania Conference from this Annual Conference. This is not merging the            
Conferences, just the Foundations.   

The voting will be done with paper ballots that members have until June 30 to return to the       
Conference.  Ballots will be accepted via mail, email, or fax. Items that are not voted on by     
members will be handled by the Connectional Leadership Table, as they have in the past year. 

The bishop from the Susquehanna conference is retiring and without General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences, there is no way to elect new bishops. Starting September 1, we will see increased  
collaboration between the Western Pennsylvania, Susquehanna, and West Virginia Conferences as 

Bishop Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Steiner-Ball assume joint responsibility for all three              
conferences. This is in no way a precursor to merger, but rather a way for us to lean on the 
strengths and passions of each of the conferences to benefit everyone. The goal is to share skills 

across borders to grow lay leadership – multiplying God’s work – not streamlining it. 

I wanted to reflect on the 5 focuses of the Conference moving forward: 

 • Creating new and renewed congregations                                                                         
 • Developing principled Christian leaders                                                                                 

 • Focusing on dismantling poverty                                                                                              
 • How to promote abundant health                                                                                         

  ° Mental, Physical, Financial and Environmental                                                        

 • Dismantling racism 

In budget news, there has been a reduction of about 15% to the Conference budget since 2015.  

With that said, our Connectional Apportionments will be going up a little for 2022. The              
Conference has done a lot of work to try and align the connectional apportionments with the 
church’s ability to contribute successfully. Our 2021 Apportionments are $17,935 which will     

increase to $19,313 for 2022. 

 
During the memorial service on Saturday, we remembered clergy, clergy 

spouses and laity who died within the past two years. Sandy Dran was 
among those honored and remembered. 
 

 
 
The link to the Conference page has all the legislation available for anyone who is interested in 

learning more.  Please feel free to reach out to me or check out https://www.wpaumc.org/ac to see 
all the reports, legislation, nominations, and appointments from Annual Conference. 

     Pastor Erik has officially been reappointed by the 

     Bishop to Avery UMC for July 2021—June 2022.  

     United Methodist Pastors are usually on one year at 

     a time appointments. July 1 will begin the 8th 

     appointment year for Pastor Erik at Avery UMC.  

https://www.wpaumc.org/ac


 

Our Shut-Ins 
  

     

Jackie Carson                                                       
Strabane Woods                                     
319 Wellness Way, #201                                      
Washington, PA  15301   
 

 

Lillian Dentel                                          
444 Longview Dr. 
Washington, PA  15301 
 

 

Clara Eslep                                         
Townview Health Ctr.                   
300 Barr St.                                            
Canonsburg, PA  15317  
 

 

Ruth Fullerton                                                           
105 Lacock St.                                                     
Washington, PA  15301 

 

Flower Chart 

 

 

 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted in the 

Welcome Area for sign-ups. You can also 

call the church office to sign up for a   

flower arrangement and dedication. 

Birthdays                

6/16 Bob Areford 

6/16 Jason Moninger 

6/20 Arlene Millick 

6/21 Floyd Marasco 

6/25 Denise Davis 

6/26 Easton Dulaney 

6/27 David Gorby 

6/28 Ron Davis 

6/30 J.R. Pond 

7/1 Barb Humphreys 

7/7 Justin Trbovich 

7/10 Angie Batson 

7/12 James Phillips 

 

 

 

 

7/12 Makenna Semple 

7/13 Shirley Ross 

7/16 Barbara Rosner 

7/17 Don Weaver 

7/19 Sherry Lester 

7/20 Doug Garrone 

7/20 Alan Hupp 

7/25 Brenna Hamming 

7/27 Rayne Elling 

7/27 Rylee Elling 

7/31 Sawyer Dressel 

7/31  Camden King 

 

 

Anniversaries 

6/16 Ian & Lindsey Miller 

6/18 Joe & Phyllis Kern 

6/30 Ron & Delores Hess 

7/2 Nick & Abby  Rawlins 

7/15 Rich & Yvonne Mast 

7/16 Bill & Barbara Rosner 

7/17 Jason & Kristall Moninger 

7/20 Nick & Brenna Hamming 

7/26 Nick & Barb Dubina 

7/29 Buddy & Stacy Batson 

7/29 Jason & Robyn Colbert 

 

Contact Us:                                                                           
1100 Gabby Ave.                              

Washington PA 15301                                       
Church Office: 724-225-0632                                  

averyum@comcast.net                              

AveryUnitedMethodistChurch.org 

       Pastor Erik:                                             
erik.hoeke@gmail.com                                                 

412-480-7938 

averyunitedmethodistchurch.org


 

Calendar  
 

 

Sun. July 4  6th Sunday after Pentecost          
10:30 am  Worship (online only) 

Mon. July 5  Church Office Closed              

Wed. July 7                                                     
3-4 pm  Confirmation Class 

Thur. July 8                                                                          
6:30-7:30 pm  Bible Study w/Pastor Erik                                                             

Sun. July 11  7th Sunday after Pentecost         
10:30 am  Worship 

Wed. July 18                                                                         
3-4 pm  Confirmation Class 

Thur. July 15                                                                           
6:30-7:30 pm  Bible Study w/Pastor Erik                                                             

Sun. July 18  8th Sunday after Pentecost         
10:30 am  Worship                                         
11:30 am–2 pm Confirmation Class 

Wed. July 21                                                                       
3-4 pm  Confirmation Class 

Thur. July 22                                                                          
6:30-7:30 pm  Bible Study w/Pastor Erik                                                             

Fri. July 23                Outdoor Movie Night                                                        
8:00 pm  (Movie begins at 9:00 pm) 

Sun. July 25  9th Sunday after Pentecost         
10:30 am  Worship 

 

   

Every Week at Avery: 
 

Sunday Morning Worship                                             
On Site & Facebook Livestream                         

at 10:30 am       
                       

Current Office Hours                                                           
Monday thru Thursday                   

9 am - 2 pm 

Avery UMC on Social Media 
 
Facebook:              facebook.com/averyumc  
 
Instagram:             instagram.com/averychurchwashpa 
 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg 
 
 

 Sign up for our email list at: AveryUnitedMethodistChurch.org 

 
Save the Dates: 

June 25, July 23 & Aug. 20  

at 8 pm/movies begin at 9 pm 

 
 

                                                
June 25 Movie: “Soul” 

https://www.facebook.com/averyumc
https://www.instagram.com/averychurchwashpa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg
https://www.facebook.com/averyumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg


 

Avery United Methodist Church 

1100 Gabby Avenue 

Washington, PA 15301 

 

 


