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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Leading through Crisis 
 
The Bible is full of crisis stories. Israelites in the Old Testament were constantly dealing with one 
threat or another, either within their community or outside of it. And the New Testament Christians 
dealt with the same challenges we have today: conflict, insufficient resources, changes in            
leadership, and adapting to the wider political and cultural realities always swirling around them. 
 
Reading these stories of faithful response to crisis has encouraged me over the past 14 months. It 
reminds me that, as the writer of Ecclesiastes says, “There’s nothing new under the sun” (1:9). But 
I’ve also been encouraged to see Avery UMC’s leadership rise to the challenges of global pandemic, 
racial injustice, and divisive politics. It has not been easy to lead a church in these times, but your 
Church Council was up to the task from day one. 
 
I have had a front row seat to this group, selected by you, as they have adapted through 3 different 
ways of worshiping in the pandemic. These days there’s no such thing as “set it and forget it.” Every 
month, we revisit our plans over and over again, because every month the reality is different. The 
Council has made hard decisions, knowing that they wouldn’t be able to meet everyone’s needs 
equally. They’ve prioritized safety and health, and did not hesitate to invest in technological         
updates to facilitate all types of ministry. They have grieved the loss of “the way we’ve always done 
it,” and the loss of human connection. Meetings, studies, fellowship, and worship can be facilitated 
through screens, but we all know it’s not the same. 
 
I wish you could see the ways they have led with courage and faith in every meeting over the past 
year. Those meetings included disagreements, differing opinions on the best way forward, and a lot 
of concern about growing financial unpredictability for our congregation. Nevertheless, they stayed 
true to God and their call to servant leadership. We are truly walking by faith, not by sight, in these 
times. 
 
Above all, I’ve been impressed by the depth of their faith and their commitment to the mission of 
Jesus Christ. Rather than turn inward, they have embraced the new opportunities to connect with 
new people. They have intentionally created small ways to spread love and cheer to isolated mem-
bers and struggling parents. And they have done so not with anxiety or fear, but with prayer,      
supplication, and thanksgiving. 
 
In Isaiah 43:19, God proclaims through the prophet: “Look! I’m doing a new thing. Now it sprouts 
up; don’t you recognize it? I’m making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.” 
 
As vaccinations increase and weather warms, I’m excited about the new things God is doing here at 
Avery UMC. And I know that God’s path in the wilderness has been made easier because of the 
faithful, effective lay leadership of Avery UMC. When you get a chance, let these leaders know how 
much you appreciate their dedication and service during these last 14 months. And encourage them 
with prayers and words of affirmation as they continue this work. 

                                                                                    - Pastor Erik 



 

Weekly Devotions with Floyd Available to All! 

 

Are you interested in studying and learning about the word of God 

from the convenience of your own home?  

Do you want to attend a Bible study but feel you just don’t have the 

time to attend any type of formal study group?          

Do you have 5-10 minutes a week to read and study scripture?  

Do you have difficulty understanding scripture the way it is written 

and end up more confused after reading the Bible??  
 

Well, I have great news for you!!  
 

Floyd Marasco has been sending weekly devotions to a large group 

of people  within and out of Avery UMC. Floyd is happy to share 

these weekly devotions to ANYONE who is interested in receiving 

them. I personally look forward to Floyd’s emails each week and 

learn so much. Not only does Floyd write out scripture verses, but 

he also EXPLAINS them to the reader!  

This has been an immense help to my personal journey of reading 

and studying scripture. If you are interested and/or know of anyone 

who is interested in having a mini-Bible study delivered to their 

email once a week, send Floyd an email stating you would lie to   

receive his weekly devotions. This offer is open to  anyone! 

 

Floyd’s email is: fmarasco53@hotmail.com  

 

In Christ,                                                                                        

Laura Stainbrook                                                                           

Discipleship Chairperson 

mailto:fmarasco53@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What if you could stay engaged and encouraged anywhere and 

anytime with a library of the best video resources for study and 

reflection? 

Now, you can! Avery UMC is excited to offer Amplify Media for all members & 
friends of Avery UMC! Starting TODAY, you have 24/7 access to motivating 
stories, insightful teaching, and powerful    resources. Best of all, it’s FREE for 
church members & attendees! 

 

Amplify is a multimedia platform that features thousands of videos you can 
use for study, reflection, worship and inspiration. Amplify has videos can be 
used in your small groups, Bible studies and, of course, in your own personal 
faith journey. You can access all of these videos anytime and on almost any 
device. 

To set up your free Amplify account and see all that it has to offer, 
follow these simple steps: 

Go to my.amplifymedia.com/amplify 

Enter our Access Code: VYXJRM 

 

In the next few weeks, we’ll begin to use Amplify Media to help 

facilitate small group learning opportunities at Avery.  Until then, 

we encourage you to set up your account and see all that Amplify 

has to offer! 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify


 

 

Meet a Church Leader!                                       
This month:  Laura Stainbrook, Discipleship Committee Chairperson 

 

Happy April and Happy Spring everyone! It is my turn to ‘introduce’ myself to all of you. I am Laura 

Stainbrook, the Discipleship Committee chairperson. I started attending Avery late summer of 2008 

when my son, Paul, attended VBS that summer. At the end of the VBS week, he asked me to attend 

the evening celebration so I could see and hear everything he had learned that week. I had grown up 

in the Catholic Church but for last 20+ years, I had only stepped into a church for weddings, funerals, 

and baptisms and I didn’t have a relationship with God. Suffice it to say, I didn’t want to go to this 

VBS celebration. I thought what did I have in common with these ‘church people’? I did not know an-

yone and worried who would I talk to? So, I recruited my in-laws to attend with me. There’s courage 

in numbers. I went to the VBS celebration that hot and humid summer night in July 2008-no air con-

ditioning at Avery in those days. As soon as I walked into the building I was greeted by warm and 

friendly faces who acted as if they had known me for years. I felt so welcomed and all my fears and 

apprehensions slowly faded away. After the children’s presentation it was time for refreshments be-

fore we headed home. My son, Paul, tells me he wants me to meet Pastor Ruth and takes me over to 

meet her. I will never forget his words: ‘Pastor Ruth, this is my mom.  Mom, this is Pastor Ruth. You 

girls should talk’ (yes, that is a quote). Then, he immediately leaves us! UGH, I thought to myself!  

Wait until I get him home! But in all honesty, our conversation was one of warmth and love and the 

rest they say is history! Since then, I have served Avery by volunteering to help with VBS, I have facili-

tated an adult bible study, played the flute during worship serves and I have volunteered to work in 

the nursery. I am also the recording secretary for Church Council and type the minutes for every 

meeting. 

So, the Discipleship Committee was newly formed this year after combining the Nurture, Outreach, 

Witness and Discipleship committees into one. There was so much overlap with these committees it 

only made sense to combine them. I am the chairperson and Bylle Jo Davidson, Karen O’Brien and 

Stacey Batson are members of the committee. Our mission is to make disciples of Christ through 

member care, member education, outreach ministries, creating and participating in hands on service 

opportunities (Love in a Backpack), mission giving (Avery in Action and supporting the children at 

Trinity West), worship planning and confirmation planning are just a few examples of how we can 

succeed in our mission. If you have any questions or ideas for the committee, please let us know!  

We welcome new ideas! 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone this spring, worshipping on the lawn at Avery!  

 



 

District and Conference News                         
Avery UMC is part of the Washington District, within the Western PA Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. 

The 2021 Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference Session will occur June 18-19. It will be mostly virtual, 

with select in person attendees. Live stream will be broadcast at WPAUMC.org. There will be reports, an 

ordination service, and a memorial service. Pastors and lay delegates will vote by mail on select items by 

the end of June. Pastor Erik will attend in person as a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry. Avery 

UMC’s lay delegate, J.R. Pond, will attend virtually. 

General & Jurisdictional Conferences, scheduled to meet every 4 years, have again been postponed.     

Originally scheduled for May 2020, then postponed to Aug./Sept. 2021, they are now scheduled for 2022. 

This has very little impact on local churches like Avery UMC, but affects denominational decisions on   

structure and administration, positions on social issues, and elections and appointments of bishops, among 

other things. 

District Conference will be Sat. May 15 at Crossroads Church, Boyce Rd. campus. It will begin at 1 pm and 

be drive-in only. Pastor Erik and church representatives will attend. 

   

     Pastor Erik has partnered with multiple        
       pastors and kids across Western PA             
 (and beyond) to offer weekly worship videos.     
   Each week, join us for 15-20 minutes                
       as we sing, read, and learn!   

  

             Check out the videos                                     
           on our YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyrsQFe5_s8&list=PLkMbipzNsb1ZxnxTvZEwBjg8SAGZv2Qsk


 

 

AVERY - Sweet & Savory 
 

We recently received a copy of a 1964 Avery cookbook from Linda Wright Minisce of 
Rhode Island. She enclosed this note:  

“I found this cookbook going thru my mother’s library while cleaning out my parents’ 
home this past year. She likely  received it from my grandmother, Eleanor Wright Guess, 
who lived in Claysville until she passed away many years ago. I have fond memories of 
summers spent in Washington County, and love that area. I hope this book brings back 
fond memories to your members.” 

Here are a couple recipes from that book! I will post a recipe or two in the newsletters. If 
you have a favorite tried & true recipe you’d like to share with your Avery family, send it 
to me at the church, and I will include it in the newsletter.    - Dana S. 
 

        

          Sloppy Joes    by Mary Jane Wilson                                                                                                        
 

1 lb. ground beef       1/4 tsp. ground cloves              
1 onion, chopped       2 T. ground mustard                 
1 green pepper, chopped      1 T. vinegar                                 
2 T. sugar        2 tsp. salt                                         
1 C. ketchup  

                                  

Brown meat,  onion & pepper.                                                   
Add remaining ingredients and cook 30 min. 

         Ginger ale Salad    by Mona Graham                                                                                                        
 

1 small box lime  Jell-O         1 C. drained diced peaches        
1 C. hot water          1 C. ginger ale                              
1/4 C. chopped nuts         1/4 C. diced celery           

                    Whipped Cream   

 

Dissolve Jell-O in hot water; add ginger ale and chill till 
slightly thickened. Fold in peaches, nuts, and celery. Turn 
into 1 qt. mold or individual molds. Unmold on crisp 
lettuce leaves. Serve with whipped cream. 



 

Dear Avery Congregation,                                                                                                                             

On behalf of Community Circle Food Pantry, I want to extend my sincere gratitude for the five 
pound bags of potatoes and 22 loaves of bread  that was graciously donated by a member of Avery.                   
I want to thank the congregation helping us make a positive difference in the 650 families at our 
pantry.              

Blessings,                                                                                                                                                   
Melanie Wolfe , Pantry Director                

Avery In Action UPDATES!  

Our church's mission fund allows you to designate financial gifts for local and global missions.         

Disbursements occur several times a year (usually quarterly) at the direction of Church Council. In 

March, Council chose to give $500 of Avery In Action funds to Domestic Violence Services of     

Southwestern PA's "200 Churches Campaign." Below is their thank you.  

 

 March 31, 2021            

 Dear Congregation: 

 On behalf of Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA, I cannot thank you     
 enough. Your generous gift of $500 to DVSSP is crucial to our mission of providing quality      
 services to area survivors of domestic violence. Thank you SO MUCH for helping DVSSP meet 
 the needs of those for whom we exist.  

 Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                     
 Carol Willison                                                                                                                                                
 Director of Administration and Finance 

 

NEW! Starting this month, we are changing how we operate the Avery In Action funds. Every three 

months, we will pre-select a charity or mission to support with Avery In Action donations. Then, we'll 

use those three months to not only collect funds, but also increase awareness and education about   

important issues that affect our communities.  

This April-June, 100% of Avery In Action funds given during that time will be given to the         

Washington Drug & Alcohol Commission. In worship and in other ways, we will highlight this       

organization's work and bring awareness to the challenges of addiction in our region. We have yet to 

select a charitable organization to support for July--Sept. or Oct.-Dec. Have a suggestion? Let the 

church office, Laura Stainbrook, or Stacy Batson know.  



 

      

Birthdays                

4/20 Christina Devers 

4/22 Jess Garda 

4/24 A.J. Batson 

4/24 Deloris Gilmore 

4/24 Ginger Strope 

4/27 Tony Popeck 

4/27 Brice Rawlins 

4/27 Michele Walker 

5/2 Ryan Colbert 

5/7 Ruth Fullerton 

5/9 Kiley Furman 
 

 

 

 
5/9 Barbara Noble 

5/10 Laura Stainbrook 

5/14 Hazel Bennington 

5/14 Jackie Carson 

5/14 Karen O’Brien 

5/19 Bill Tarr 

5/20 Phyllis Kern 

5/22 Joe Kern 

5/28 Kathy Krenzelak 

5/29 Mona Graham 

5/29 Ron Hess 

 

 

Anniversaries 

5/3 Paul & Sally  Bissett 

5/20 Ron & Barb McGinnis 

5/24 Erik & Lisa Hoeke 

5/24 Rob & Shirley Phillips 

5/25 Pam & Tim Verderber 

5/26 Bill & Rosemary Tarr 

 
      

          

           
     

 

Our Shut-Ins 
Hazel Bennington                                       
Transitions Healthcare                                           
90 Humbert Lane, #129                                     
Washington, PA  15301  
      

Jackie Carson                                                       
Strabane Woods                                     
319 Wellness Way, #201                                      
Washington, PA  15301   
 

Lillian Dentel                                          
444 Longview Dr. 
Washington, PA  15301 
 

Clara Eslep                                         
Townview Health Ctr.                   
300 Barr St.                                            
Canonsburg, PA  15317  
 

Ruth Fullerton                                                           
105 Lacock St.                                                     
Washington, PA  15301 

 

             

                

 

 

Flower Chart 

 

The 2021 Flower Chart is 

posted in the Welcome Area 

for sign-ups. You can also 

call the church office to sign 

up for a flower arrangement 

and dedication. 



 

Contact Us:                                                                           
1100 Gabby Ave.                              

Washington PA 15301                                       
Church Office: 724-225-0632                                  

averyum@comcast.net                             

AveryUnitedMethodistChurch.org 

       Pastor Erik:                                             
erik.hoeke@gmail.com                                                 

412-480-7938 

   

Every Week at Avery 

Sunday morning worship                                             
Outdoor Worship on the Lawn           

& Facebook Livestream at 10:30 am                            
 

Current Office Hours                                                           

Monday thru Thursday, 9 am-1 pm 

Avery UMC on Social Media 
 
Facebook:  facebook.com/averyumc  
 
Instagram: instagram.com/averychurchwashpa 
 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg 
 
 
Sign up for our email list at: AveryUnitedMethodistChurch.org 

Calendar  

Sun. April 18  3rd Sunday of Easter                                       
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship 

Tues. April 20                                                            
9 am-3 pm  Intermediate Unit 1 Screens 

Sun. April 25  4th  Sunday of Easter                                       
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship  

Sun. May 2  5th Sunday of Easter                             
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship 

Sun. May 9  6th Sunday of Easter                         
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship       

Mon. May 10                                                                                   
6:30 pm             Church Council 

Tues. May 11                                                                                      
9 am-3 pm  Intermediate Unit 1 Screens 

Sat. May 15                                                                         
11 am-4pm  Private event-Fellow. Hall/Kitchen            
1:00 pm  Drive in District Conference at                
   Crossroads Church, Boyce Rd. 

Sun. May  16  7th Sunday of Easter                         
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship 

Sun. May 23  Day of Pentecost                                 
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship 

Sun. May 30  Trinity Sunday                                     
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship 

Mon. May 31  Memorial Day                                                   
   Church Office Closed 

averyunitedmethodistchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/averyumc
https://www.instagram.com/averychurchwashpa/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg
https://www.facebook.com/averyumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ABmZmH7GqiE7yyvm1QaCg
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