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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 

Worship Guide 
 

For use on your own at home, during on-site worship on the front lawn, or 
following along with the livestream on Facebook at 10:30 am. 
 

Currently the office is open Tue.-Wed.-Thu., 9am to 1pm. Please consider 
whether your visit to the church office is essential and wear a mask if you 

enter the building. Stay up to date through church emails, our Facebook page, 
and our website. 

 
Prelude   “Marching to Zion”     Dr. David Boyd, piano 

 
Welcome 

 

Opening Prayer     

Lord of all creation, 

You are here within us, among us, around us. We come to this time of 
worship with joy and hope. Help us to be fully present in this moment, 

not caught up in what happened earlier today or what might happen in 
the next hour. 

Guide us as we pray and study your word. Awaken our hearts to your 
presence with us. Help us to focus on your love and turn again to you. 

All praise and honor is yours, O Lord, now and from this time forward. 
Amen. 

 
 



 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
Call or text someone in our church right now, and let them know you’re 

thinking about them, praying for them, and desire the peace of Christ to rest 
upon them. Common greeting: “May the peace of Christ be with you.” 

 
Children’s Moments  

 
Music   “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”          Dr. David Boyd, piano 

 
Scripture      Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 / Hebrews 10:23-25 

 
Message     “Church: Why Bother?”                Rev. Erik Hoeke 

 

Music   “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”        Dr. David Boyd, piano 
 

Prayers  Let Pastor Erik know of any concerns at       
         erik.hoeke@gmail.com or 412-480-7938. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

 
Offering Ourselves and Gifts to God 

The work of the church does not stop, and is indeed more critical, in times of 

crisis. Please continue your regular patterns of giving as much as you are able 
by using electronic means or by mailing a check to the church office. Avery 

offers online giving options at averyunitedmethodistchurch.org/give-online, or 
through the EasyTithe App on your mobile phone. 

 
Announcements 

 
Benediction  

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 

mailto:erik.hoeke@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Concerns     Bill Bell, Mike Benyo, Scott Boardley, Tyler Grant,  

    Evelyn Schwartz,  Judi & Bill Skarupa, Brandon Trbovich,  
    Justin Trbovich, Lois Wilson 
 

Shut-Ins   Hazel Bennington, Jackie Carson, Clara Eslep, Ruth Fullerton 
 

Birthdays   Marty Strnisha 9/28  Sue  Barrow 10/3 
    Yvonne Mast 10/3  Rob Phillips  10/5 

    Sarah Burdett 10/7  Ryder Mohney 10/8 

    Craig Boak  10/9  John Salamone 10/11 
    Dave Simpson 10/14 Carly Eslep  10/15 

    Dorris Rea  10/15 Rhonda Dalton 10/19 
    Dana Stainbrook 10/20 Rosemary Tarr 10/20 

    Paul Bissett  10/22 Nanette Boak 10/22 
    Michele Furman 10/22 Colby Furman 10/22 

    Bob Miller  10/24 Pam Stump  10/27 
    Doug Trbovich 10/30 Carlo Krenzelak 10/31 

    Deacon Pond 10/31 
 

Anniversaries Bob & Barb Humphreys  10/2 

   Dave & Julie Elling  10/3 
   James & Sherry Lester  10/8 

   Bill & Brenda Burdett  10/9  

 

 

This Week at Avery 
Office Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 9 am-1 pm 

 

 Tues.  IU1 Screens  9 am-3 pm 

   Online Fellowship  7:30-8:30 pm 

Wed.  Online Fellowship  5:00-6:00 pm 

 Sat.  Annual Conference (online) 

 Sun. 10/4 Worship *Indoors  10:30 am  

   *Pre-registration required. 

 

 



 

Announcements 
 

 

 

 

Follow AveryChurchWashPA on Facebook & Instagram  

for worship info, daily inspiration, and announcements! During the next 6 

weeks, we’ll have daily content as part of our “Faith Matters” worship series. 

 

 

Love in a Backpack 

Salvation Army Love in a Backpack has resumed. Packing occurs 

on Tuesdays from 10-11 am at the Washington Salvation Army 
building, 60 East Maiden Street. Enter the lower doors off the 

parking lot. 

 

 

Annual Conference Moves Online! 

This year’s annual meeting of Western PA United Methodists will occur this 

Saturday, fully online. Typically held over 3 days in June, the pandemic has 

required this change. No voting will occur, but the Bishop and other leaders 

will address us throughout the morning. To participate in any or all of the 

proceedings, or for more information, visit: 

https://wpaumc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VJ5dzfK4T4OPALjtO8vI2A 

 
 
Worship Moves Indoors at Avery UMC Next Sun. Oct. 4 

10:30 worship attendance will be limited to 25 persons. All attendees must 
wear masks, and physical distancing will be observed. For persons unable to 

wear a mask for medical reasons, two plexiglass cubicles are being 
constructed in the overflow area. Pre-registration will be required. Please go 

to https://www.averyunitedmethodistchurch.org/registrations, or call the 
church office at 724-225-0632 and leave a message with your name and # of 

attendees. 

https://wpaumc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VJ5dzfK4T4OPALjtO8vI2A
https://www.averyunitedmethodistchurch.org/registrations

